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Thank you! 

I would like to extend a 

big thank you to all the 

Chapters.  When we set 

the goal of having at least 

one officer attend every 

Chapter meeting held in 

2009, we knew that it 

was a lofty goal.  Not 

only does the NCD have 

a limited budget for 

travel but, like many of 

you, our officers work 

for agencies that have 

imposed strict travel 

limitations.  With some 

creative thinking, gener-

ous support from the 

Chapters, and the wel-

comed assistance from 

one of our Past-

Presidents (Stu Shipman) 

we met our goal.  I 

should also add that we 

are a thrifty bunch since 

we met our goal while 

spending only a few hun-

dred dollars of the Divi-

sionôs budget. 

 

We used our time at 

these meetings to re-

connect with our 13 

Chapters, numerous Stu-

dent Sub-Units, and 

members of our Techni-

cal Committees.  We 

appreciate the time allo-

cated to us during your 

Business Meetings so we 

could discuss our liaison 

role between the Chap-

ters and the Parent Soci-

ety, highlight our Tech-

nical Committees, and 

emphasize our two stu-

dent awards- the Duffy 

Travel Award and the 

Fenske Memorial Award.  

Last but not least, I 

should also add a thank 

you for the fantastic so-

cial events and camara-

derie! 

For those of you still 

looking to find your 

niche in NCD, please 

consider running for of-

fice, standing committee, 

or becoming involved 

with one of our Techni-

cal Committees.  There 

are numerous ways to 

elevate your participation 

within AFS and increase 

your professional net-

work by working along-

side peers who have 

shared interests.  If you 

need help in figuring out 

where you would best fit, 

please contact me or any 

of our current or past 

officers. 

 

For a final few remind-

ers, we encourage you to 

visit our website http://

www.ncd-afs.org/.  Here 

you can find information 

on NCD governance, 

committees, student ac-

tivities and awards, and 

copies of our newsletter.  

Planning ahead, we will 

hold our NCD Governing 

Board and Business 

meetings at the annual 

Midwest Fish and Wild-

life Conference in 

Springfield, Illinois on 

December 6 and 7, 2009.  

Lastly, we encourage all 

Chapters and Student 

Sub-Units to keep us 

informed of any officer 

changes that take place 

and weôll make sure that 

information is updated on 

our web site. 



Lang, KS toml@wp.state.ks.us who is 

serving as the fundraising chair. 

 

The ITC web page on the North Cen-

tral Divisions website http://www.ncd-

afs.org has been recently updated and 

now includes expanded information on 

the role of the committee, its current 

and past officers, upcoming events and 

the most recent literature pertaining to 

catfish research and management.   

Members are highly encouraged to 

provide published articles and techni-

cal reports on the work they are con-

ducting or recently completed.  Con-

tact the current ITC chair for more 

information on posting your .pdf here! 

 

The ITCôs counterpart In the Southern 

Division is the Catfish Management 

Technical Committee (CMTC).  Their 

web page http://www.sdafs.org/

catfish/ is another great source of cat-

fish information and has both a list of 

recent publications as well as a discus-

sion forum http://sdafs.org/catfish/

phpbb/ which may likely prove to be a 

great communication tool as we con-

tinue to have problems with our catfish 

listserve. 

 

The balance of the business meeting 

was spent discussing state reports and 

the upcoming Catfish 2010 Sympo-

sium as many committee members 

already have or are interested in mak-

ing the conference a success.  A sepa-

rate announcement for the 2nd Interna-

tional Catfish Symposium is located 

elsewhere within this edition of 

ñMainstreamò.     The final order of 

business was election of officers.  Kirk 

Hansen, IA 

Kirk.Hansen@dnr.iowa.gov was 

elected chair and Cari-Ann Hayer cari-

ann.hayer@sdstate.edu was re-elected 

as Secretary/Treasurer.   For those of 

you interested in catfish, feel free to 

join us this December at the next Mid-

west Fish & Wildlife Conference in 

Springfield, Illinois.   

The Ictalurid Technical Committee 

held its annual business meeting on 

December 14, 2008 at the Midwest 

Fish & Wildlife Conference in Colum-

bus, Ohio.  In spite of the many travel 

restrictions, once again we had a good 

turn-out of state representatives and 

individuals interested in the manage-

ment and conservation of North 

American catfishes.  Secretary/

Treasurer Cari-Ann Hayer reported a 

balance of $18,707.83 in the ITCôs 

North Central Division Checking Ac-

count.  The increased balance reflects 

the initial pledges of support for the 

upcoming Catfish 2010 Symposium, 

as these funds represent the confer-

ences general account.   Additional 

pledge challenges are being presented 

at Chapters meetings in both the North 

Central and Southern divisions of AFS 

this spring by state representatives.  

Also, all of the state agencies will be 

solicited for support as well. The fund-

raising goal is $51,000 and will be a 

key element in providing a quality 

symposium with a reasonable registra-

tion fee.  Anyone interested in helping 

out is encouraged to contact Tom 
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More information about this workshop 

will be passed on in the next newslet-

ter issue. For more information, con-

tact Angie Grier agrier@dnr.IN.gov. 

Have you ever wanted to know more 

about FAST and how to use it other 

than just running the basic growth, 

mortality, and recruitment models? If 

so, here is your chance to learn more, 

taught by one of the authors himself! 

This year at the Midwest Fish and 

Wildlife Conference on December 6th 

in Springfield, Illinois, the NCD Con-

tinuing Education Committee has sub-

mitted a proposal for an Advanced 

FAST workshop taught by Dr. Mike 

Maceina from Auburn University.  

The purpose of this short course is to 

provide registrants with advanced 

training in the use of the FAST soft-

ware. Registrants should have a basic 

working knowledge of FAST and be 

familiar with computations to estimate 

growth, mortality, and recruitment.  

During the eight-hour short course, 

simulation modeling of specific fisher-

ies will be conducted and discussed. 

Continuing Education Committee by Angie Grier 



combining 

meetings and 

keeping summer 

meeting costs 

down so that 

representatives 

are able to jus-

tify attendance.  

Draft meeting 

minutes should be available on the 

NCD website http://www.ncd-afs.org/ 

 

Summer, 2009 meeting is a joint meet-

ing with Esocid and Centrarchid Tech-

nical Committees in LaCrosse Wis-

consin.  It is scheduled for July 28-30 

(see announcements on the NCD web-

site and in Mainstream). 

Biology and Management of Walleye 

and Sauger:  The manuscript for this 

book is on schedule to submit to the 

AFS Books Department by December 

31, 2009.  Numerous agencies and 

AFS chapters have been very generous 

with donations towards the book, and 

the committee is closing the gap on 

our $30,000 funding goal. 

 

Sander Award is a $100 student travel 

grant to the Midwest Fish and Wildlife 

Conference (with a request for State 

Chapter match).  The 2008 recipient 

was Jeremy Hammen, University of 

Wisconsin, Stevens Point.  Jeremy is a 

MS candidate under Dr. Brian Sloss 

and his thesis work is titled "Genetic 

Diversity and Population Structure of 

Wisconsin Walleye (Sander vitreus)". 

Summer, 2008 meeting was a joint 

meeting with Esocid Technical Com-

mittee held during August 5-7 at 

Kemp Natural Resources Station, Lake 

Tomahawk Wisconsin.  Many agen-

cies were under travel restrictions, and 

combined attendance was 26 (WTC 

alone normally has 30 to 35 at the 

summer meeting).  We had 10 techni-

cal presentations, along with updates 

from state and provincial representa-

tives.  The combined meeting provided 

a great opportunity for members of 

both committees to interact. 

 

Winter, 2008 meeting was held De-

cember 14 at the Midwest Fish and 

Wildlife Conference in Columbus, 

Ohio.  Eight state representatives gave 

reports.  Much discussion centered on 

Walleye Technical Committee by John Kubisiak 
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crafted with a vision to 2020 and be-

yond. The AFS Strategic Plan Revi-

sion Committee used information from 

a 2008 AFS member survey and input 

from several committees and the Gov-

erning Board to develop a draft Plan.  

All members will have an opportunity 

to provide feedback on the plan before 

it is finalized. 

 

We also reviewed President-Elect Don 

Jacksonôs Draft Plan of Work and are 

particularly excited about his proposal 

to showcase regional 

priorities.  As the 

plan now stands, 

each Division will 

be encouraged to 

choose a representa-

tive issue/program 

from within their 

respective geo-

graphic region that 

the Division would 

like to showcase and 

As mentioned previously, the NCD 

maintains a liaison role between the 

Chapters and the Parent Society.  Part 

of this role involves having our Presi-

dent and President-Elect both serve on 

the AFS Governing Board and fulfill a 

two-year term on the AFS Manage-

ment Committee.  The Governing 

Board meets twice a year, at the Mid-

Year Meeting held in March and at the 

Annual Meeting typically held in Au-

gust or September; meanwhile, the 

Management Committee participates 

in monthly conference calls.  Our role 

in this process is notable since the 

Governing Board is charged with de-

ciding Society policies, approving the 

annual budget, and transacting other 

necessary business. 

 

At the March 6-7, 2009 AFS Mid-

Year Governing Board Meeting we 

provided feedback on the most recent 

draft of the Societyôs Strategic Plan.  

This new plan will steer the Society 

during 2010 ï 2014, but has been 

AFS Management Committee and Governing Board Update 
by Jessica Mistak 



clusion of a national catfish angling 

tournament.  The tone of the meeting 

will be somewhat casual, combining 

the scientific aspects of a professional 

fisheries meeting with the relaxed at-

mosphere of a sports show.  It is hoped 

that in this environment, anglers and 

scientists will be able to interact 

openly and progress the management 

of these important fishes.  Symposium 

attendance is expected to exceed 300 

people and the proceedings will be 

published in a hard-bound book.  Simi-

lar to the first Proceedings, this compi-

lation of works should serve as a valu-

able reference for many years to 

come.  If you have any questions or 

would like to help, call Greg Pitchford 

at 660-646-6122 . 

 

Information can be found at  

www.catfish2010.org   
  

The symposium will be co-hosted by 

the Ictalurid Technical Committee of 

the North Central Division of the 

American Fisheries Society (AFS) and 

the Catfish Management Technical 

Committee of the Southern Division of 

the AFS.  The meeting will provide a 

forum for the exchange of information 

about the biology, ecology, manage-

ment, and conservation of worldwide 

catfish populations and their habitats.  

Presentation of research on both game 

and non-game species will be encour-

aged.  To attract anglers and provide 

opportunities for input and interaction, 

the symposium will be held at the con-

The three day Midwest Recirculating 

Aquaculture Systems (RAS) Work-

shop and Aquaculture Field Day will 

provide an overview of current RAS 

and practices 

that are being utilized by the aquacul-

ture industry worldwide. The work-

shop will provide hands on systems 

demonstration and practical operating 

knowledge to enable aquaculturists to 

better understand RAS systems capa-

bility. Speakers from Europe and the 

United States will provide information 

on specific systems and species appli-

cability. There will be sessions on 

overview/history, systems, economics, 

fish health and RAS along with indi-

vidual presentations on coldwater, 

coolwater and warm water species, 

and aquaponics. The agenda includes a 

panel discussion including all speak-

ers, and hands on instruction utilizing 

three RAS at NADF and a water qual-

ity lab. Participants will be able to talk 

directly with engineers, successful 

RAS farmers, and researchers about 

RAS practices. A vendor fair in con-

junction with the workshop, consisting 

of companies specializing in RAS 

aquaculture is scheduled. The work-

shop will incorporate time for net-

working and has planned an optional 

evening boat trip on Lake Superior 

through the Apostle Islands. On Friday 

the Wisconsin Aquaculture Associa-

tion (WAA) and Wisconsin Aquacul-

ture Industry Advisory Council 

(WAIAC) have morning meetings then 

at noon there will be the annual WAA 

fish fry and tour of NADF. 

Midwest Recirculating Aquaculture Systems 

(RAS) Workshop and NADF Aquaculture  

Field Day & Vendor Fair 

June 10-12, 2009 

Bayfield Pavilion, Bayfield, WI 

Conservation, Ecology, and Management of Catfishes 

Second International Symposium 

June 19-22, 2010 

Millennium Hotel, St. Louis, MO 
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For questions about the above workshops, contact: 

Amy Childers 

MN DNR - Ecological Resources 

Stream Habitat Program 

Phone: 218-739-7576 x 233 

Amy.Childers@dnr.state.mn.us 

within fishways and observe passing 

fish. Students will visit a dam and de-

velop conceptual fish passage designs 

that will be tested in a physical model. 

This class will be held in Fergus Falls, 

Minnesota this year, 8-12 June. 

This course will cover the range of 

dam effects on river ecology, alterna-

tives for restoration and design criteria 

for dam removals and natural channel 

based fish passage. Lecture topics will 

include: fish hydrodynamics, fluvial 

processes, culvert design, fishway 

design, river restoration following dam 

removal, permitting, construction, and 

monitoring. A bus tour will provide 

visits to a number of projects, as well 

as opportunities to actually snorkel 

Stream Health and Restoration WorkshopsðSummer 2009 
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Natural Channel Design in Dam  

Removal and Fish Passage 

June 8-12 

Fergus Falls, MN 

among river managers worldwide. 

Students will also have a firm knowl-

edge of the functions and processes 

that are critical to a riverôs health. 

This class will be held in Redwood 

Falls, Minnesota this year, 13-17 July. 

Rivers and streams have predictable 

dimensions, patterns, and profiles. 

This course discusses the fluvial geo-

morphological processes involved in 

creating and maintaining these pa-

rameters, as well as the fundamental 

hydrology and hydraulics of rivers. 

We also focus on the skills necessary 

to properly determine a stream seg-

mentôs type, including the essential 

tools for classifying streams to Levels 

1 and 2 using the Rosgen classification 

methodology. Upon completion of this 

course, students will have the skills 

necessary to classify a stream reach, 

greatly facilitating communications 

Fluvial Geomorphology and Stream Classification 

July 13-17 

Redwood Falls, MN 

pleting this course, students will be 

able to work with other professionals 

to design and implement stream im-

provement projects on the ground from 

beginning to end, using a natural 

stream approach. This class will be 

held in Fergus Falls, Minnesota this 

year, 17-21 August. 

This workshop is designed to teach 

natural resource staff to plan and con-

struct stream improvements and resto-

rations using natural materials and 

designs, while working with the 

riverôs natural processes rather than 

against them. Project types discussed 

will include bank stabilization, dam 

removal, dam conversion to a rapids, 

culvert placement, restoration of me-

anders to straightened channels, and 

fish bypass channels around dams. In 

addition to classroom lectures and 

field observations, students will design 

and construct a restoration project on a 

laboratory stream model. After com-

Stream Restoration 

August 17-21 

Fergus Falls, MN 
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Centrarchid, Esocid and Walleye  

Technical Committees Joint Meeting  

July 27-30, 2009 

Best Western Midway, LaCrosse, WI 

Fisheries Conservation Genetics Workshop  

July 27-28, 2009 

Best Western Midway, LaCrosse, WI 

The goal of this workshop is to ac-

quaint fishery management profession-

als with the uses, application, and finer 

details of molecular genetic analyses 

and conservation genetics and their 

role in integrated, science-based man-

agement of our natural resources.  Par-

ticipants will undergo an intensive 

review of genetic principles and learn 

about recent advances in the field of 

molecular genetics and how this im-

pacts our ability to assist resource 

management efforts. Goals of the 

workshop include a working knowl-

edge of the common molecular mark-

ers used in fish genetics, why these 

different markers are necessary, when 

these different markers are success-

fully employed, and how sampling 

scheme/design is an integral facet of a 

successful experimental design. Spe-

cific measures of genetic diversity will 

be explored in order to demonstrate 

the usefulness and complimentary na-

ture of genetic data to traditional 

demographic data in managing our 

aquatic resources. Finally, a regional 

overview of recent genetic work will 

be used to demonstrate practical appli-

cations of genetics research in fisheries 

management. Registration deadline is 

June 26. Pre-registration is required.  

Pre-register by June 

26 with Justine Hasz, 

715-421-7845 

Justine.Hasz@wisconsi

n.gov Payment will be 

collected at the door or 

may be sent to:  

Justine Hasz  

WIAFS Continuing Education  

473 Griffith Avenue  

Wisconsin Rapids WI 54494 

Given the joint nature of the meeting, 

we have a theme of óSpecies interac-

tions and multi-species manage-

mentô, although talks on any topic of 

interest to the committees are encour-

aged. 

 

CALL FOR PAPERS:  The topic of 

this summerôs meeting will be species 

interactions and multi-species manage-

ment.  Other topics of interest are also 

encouraged.  The summer meeting is a 

great forum for informal exchange of 

information about fisheries biology 

and management.  Submit the title and 

topic of your presentation with your 

meeting registration by June 26.  Pres-

entations will be allotted 15 minutes 

plus 5 minutes for questions and tran-

sition and should be sent to Donna 

Muhm in PowerPoint format by July 

17.  

 

Please register by June 26, 2009 with 

Donna Muhm, 

Donna.Muhm@dnr.iowa.gov   

Meeting fee will be collected at the 

door (cash or check only). 

 

Schedule of Events: 

Monday, July 27 (12:30 ï 4:30 pm) ï 

Conservation Genetics workshop (see 

separate announcement) Tuesday, July 

28 (8 am ï 4 pm) ï Conservation Ge-

netics workshop  

 

Tuesday evening ï 5 pm social (weôre 

working on Pearl Street Brewing)  

 

Wednesday (8 am ï 4 pm) ï Technical 

Committee presentations and discus-

sion.  

 

Wednesday evening ï 5 pm fried cat-

fish dinner at Goose Island County 

Park.  Fishing available.  

 

Thursday (8 am ï noon) ï Technical 

Committee wrap-up and separate busi-

ness meetings.  
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70th Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference 

December 6-9, 2009 

Springfield, Illinois 

On behalf of the Tennessee Chapter of 

the American Fisheries Society and the 

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, I 

want to invite you to Nashville Tennes-

see for the 139th meeting of the Ameri-

can Fisheries Society. It will be held at 

the Renaissance Hotel and the Nash-

ville Convention Center from August 30 

through September 3, 2009.  

The meetings theme:  

òDiversity, the foundation of fisheries 

and the American Fisheries Society; 

are we gaining ground?ó 

is very appropriate for Tennessee. It is 

truly a unique and fascinating place. 

We have some of the most diverse 

aquatic habitats and critters on the 

continent. From high mountain 

streams in east Tennessee to the Mis-

sissippi River delta in the western part 

of the State, it is home to over 315 spe-

cies of fish, 120 species of mussels, and 

77 species of crayfish.  

Did I mention music? Nashville is the 

Music Capital of the World, from coun-

try, to bluegrass, to rock. Take your 

pick. The meeting will be located in 

downtown Nashville, the epicenter of 

all types of music venues. You will not 

be disappointed.  

Tennessee is rich in history too! There 

are famous civil war battlefields all 

over the state for folks to visit and 

learn about. Some are close to Nash-

ville, but most are no more than an 

hour or two away.  

Think you might have time to fish? 

Tennessee has a wide variety of lakes 

and streams scattered across this won-

derful State. From brook trout fishing 

in the Smoky Mountains, to trophy 

brown trout in our tailwaters, to world 

record smallmouths in our reservoirs, 

to world class stripers in our rivers, to 

monster catfish in the Mississippi 

River, we have it all.  

Nashville is one of the friendliest cities 

in the country and will greet you with 

lots of good old fashioned southern hos-

pitality. Come prepared to have a good 

time!  

139th American Fisheries Society Convention 

August 30-September 3, 2009 

Renaissance Hotel and Nashville Convention Center 

Nashville, TN 
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International Congress on the Biology of Fish 

Madison, Wisconsin, July 15-20, 2012 

Monona Terrace Convention Center 

The 2009 International Conference 

on Ecology & Transportation 

September 13-17, 2009 

Duluth Entertainment Convention Center 

Duluth, Minnesota 

The mission 

of the Inter-

national 

Conference 

on Ecology 

and Trans-

portation is 

to identify 

and share 

quality re-

search appli-

cations and best management practices 

that address wildlife, habitat, and eco-

system issues related to the delivery of 

surface transportation systems. ICOET 

is the primary forum for an interna-

tional gathering of the foremost experts 

in the field of transportation develop-

ment, related scientific study, and ad-

ministrative processes that can en-

hance both the project development 

process and the ecological sustainabil-

ity of transportation systems.  

The theme for ICOET 2009 is 

"Adapting to Change." Our transporta-

tion systems and ecosystems need to be 

addressed in the context of global cli-

mate change and shifts in transporta-

tion funding and priorities. Our natural 

and built environments are confronting 

changes that will unfold on multiple 

scales and impact many inter -related 

elements. The high degree of interac-

tion between transportation infrastruc-

ture and natural systems requires in-

creasingly inter -disciplinary, integrated 

approaches to planning, building, main-

taining and monitoring the health of 

these systems. In 2009, ICOET will 

focus on the challenges ahead as we 

adapt for future global climate changes, 

shifts in transportation demand and 

patterns, and evolving environmental 

and transportation policy.  

For more information, please contact: 

James Martin at (919) 515 -8620. 

The meeting is sponsored by the Physiology Section of the American Fisheries Society.  The local organizer is Dr. Terence 

Barry, Dept. of Animal Sciences, UW-Madison. 
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growth and metabolic responses of 

female yellow perch subjected to sym-

metric feed: fast cycles,ò with coΆ-
authors Daniel Spengler, Casey 

Schoenebeck, Mike Brown, and Steve 

Chipps. 

 

Two SDSU students tied for the Best 

Student Poster award.  Andy Jansen 

won for his poster ñEffect of a simu-

lated cold-front on hatching success of 

yellow perch eggs.  Brian Graeb and 

Dave Willis were co-authors.  Nick 

Peterson won for his poster titled, 

ñDetermination of bluegill size and 

age at maturity in Southeastern South 

Dakota impoundments, co-authored by 

Justin VanDeHey and Dave Willis. 

 

Bethany Galster from South Dakota 

State University was the winner of the 

Schmulbach Memorial Scholarship.  

Named after Dr. James C. 

Schmulbach, this competitive scholar-

ship is awarded by the Chapter to an 

eligible Junior or Senior year under-

graduate studying fisheries in either 

North or South Dakota.  Sauger schol-

arships (travel awards) went to South 

Dakota State University students 

Bobbi Adams, Ryan Andvik, Nick 

Peterson, and Andrew Wuestewald.  

Will French and Andrew Wuestewald 

from SDSU received Kriel scholar-

ships. Named after long-time Dakota 

Chapter member Al Kriel, and funded 

by his family, the award pays for full 

membership in the American Fisheries 

Society. 

 

Will Sayler received Distinguished 

Professional Service award (note ac-

companying article with the nomina-

tion text), and the Aquatic Resource 

Conservation Award was given to the 

Lake Region Anglers Association 

(North Dakota).  

 

New chapter officers were elected at 

the meeting. Greg Simpson (Secretary/

Treasurer), Brian Fletcher (Vice-

President), and Jeff Hendrickson 

(President-Elect), join incoming Presi-

dent Mike Barnes.  

Despite a meager participation from 

South Dakota GFP because of out-of-

state travel restrictions, the Dakota 

Chapter meeting was held in Bismarck 

on February 23-25.  Approximately 70 

participants mingled at the socials, 

attended the sessions, participated in 

business meeting, and recognized 

award recipients. Students from South 

Dakota State University dominated the 

awards given by the Chapter.   North 

Central Division President Mark Po-

rath and Society President Bill Franzin 

each participated in the meeting. 

 

Three SDSU students tied for the Best 

Student Paper award.   Landon Pierce 

presented ñEvaluating stocking suc-

cess of paddlefish in Lake Francis 

Case, SD: a work in progressò.  His co

-authors were Brian Graeb and Jason 

Sorenson. Justin VanDeHey won for 

his presentation ñNon-lethal sampling 

of walleye and yellow perch for stable 

isotope analysis: a comparison of three 

tissues,ò co-authored by Mark Fincel 

and Steve Chipps.  Travis W. 

Schaeffer presented, ñCompensatory 

Chapter Reports 

Dakota Chapter by Michael Barnes 

New Chapter Officers for the Dakota Chapter 

Jeff Hendrickson 

President-Elect 

Brian Fletcher 

Vice-President 

Greg Simpson 

Secretary-Treasurer 
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and eagerly assists both hatchery and 

field management staff with any pro-

ject, including reviewing papers, 

evaluating stockings, and reviewing 

annual stocking plans.   He was an 

instrumental force in the creation and 

continuing success of the Tri-State 

Chinook Salmon Workgroup.   

One of the nomineeôs greatest contri-

butions has been towards improving 

the camaraderie among fisheries pro-

fessionals and improving relations 

between governmental entities.  For-

mer Chapter member Jack Erickson 

remembers the nominee as, ñéthe guy 

I always counted on when you needed 

to plan a social activity.  He knows 

how to put on a meeting with good 

social activities.ò  His willingness to 

cook, whether it be pulled pork, fried 

turkey, or his late fatherôs stew, has 

almost become expected, and is ea-

gerly anticipated, after meetings or as 

a social event in itself.  The social ties 

developed through his actions have led 

to concrete improvements in relation-

ships between hatchery and manage-

ment staffs, as well as between federal 

and state employees. 

Lastly, his positive and ñcan-doò atti-

tude has a ripple effect throughout his 

personal network.  His encouragement 

to subordinate staff and his willingness 

to help others achieve their profes-

sional goals are admirable qualities.  I 

am pleased to nominate Will Sayler 

for the Distinguished Professional Ser-

vice Award. 

(The text from Willôs nomination is 

printed here for the benefit of those 

who couldnôt attend the meeting.) 

This nominee has a long and distin-

guished record of service to the fisher-

ies profession, including the Dakota 

Chapter of the American Fisheries 

Society.  Throughout the three dec-

ades, (thus far) of his career with the 

South Dakota Department of Game, 

Fish and Parks, he has exhibited a 

dedication to fisheries conservation, 

the enhancement of professionalism, 

and the social needs of his colleagues. 

The nominee is a Past-President of the 

Dakota Chapter and has served or led 

numerous Chapter committees.  He 

currently is chair of the Schmulbach 

Scholarship committee and was a ma-

jor driving force in getting this Schol-

arship initiated and an endowment 

started.  He has been, and is, a key part 

of Chapter business meetings, acting 

as an unofficial parliamentarian.  His 

involvement in preparation for the 

national AFS annual meeting that was 

held in Rapid City was essential to its 

success.  He has given numerous pres-

entations at Chapter meetings.  He has 

also worked within the Fish Culture 

Section, serving on various commit-

tees and helping when-ever and where-

ever asked. 

In his current position, the nominee 

recently oversaw a multi-million dollar 

hatchery renovation that dramatically 

modernized and elevated the status of 

an outdated facility.  His leadership in 

changing not only the physical struc-

ture of the hatchery, but also the cul-

ture ï the operating procedures, staff 

psychology, openness to research, 

cannot be overstated.  He actively pur-

sues continuing education opportuni-

ties in both technical fisheries matters 

and people management.  His willing-

ness to learn, listen, and change has 

helped him become an effective man-

ager and served as a great example to 

his subordinate staff.  His positive 

attitude towards continuing education 

is also reflected in his encouragement 

of other staff members to take advan-

tage of the same opportunities that he 

was fortunate to experience.  During 

his tenure as an assistant hatchery 

manager and then as a hatchery man-

ager,,, the nominee has a long history 

of involvement with fisheries research, 

including co-authoring peer­reviewed 

and other publications.  He willingly 

department very well, as he was in-

vited to give a keynote presentation 

that afternoon.  The title of his presen-

tation was ñMercury in South Dakota 

walleye: consequences to fish and an-

gler.ò   

SDSU held its first annual recognition 

event for faculty on February 24, 2009 

ï Learning, Discovery and Engage-

ment: Celebrating Faculty Excel-

lence.  Dr. Jon Jenks received a 2008 

Distinguished Researchers & Scholars 

Award as the representative for the 

entire College of Agriculture and Bio-

logical Sciences.  Dr. Mike Brown was 

recognized for receiving the American 

Fisheries Society Distinguished Ser-

vice Award in 2008, and Dr. Kent Jen-

sen was recognized for earning ten-

ure.  Dr. Steve Chipps represented the 

Will Sayler Receives Distinguished Professional Service Award 

SDSU Faculty Recognition Event 



Chapter members Steve Chipps (photo 

on the left) and Chuck Berry each re-

ceived a STAR award from the Coop 

Unit Program, USGS, Reston, Virginia. 

The STAR (Special Thanks for Achiev-

ing Results) was presented because of 

the outstanding productivity of the South 

Dakota Unit during FY 08.  Itôs great to 

see national recognition for these two 

intelligent, productive, and entertaining 

chapter members. 

STAR Award Winners 
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Bethany Galster, right, receives 

the Schmulback Memorial 

Scholarship from Dakota Chap-

ter President Randy Hiltner. 

Sauger Scholarship winners from left, 

Ryan Andvik, Bethany Galster,  

Nick Peterson, and Andrew Wuestewald. 

Clark Williams, right, of the 

Lake Region Anglers Associa-

tion accepts the Aquatic Re-

source Conservation Award 

Best Student Presentation and Poster Winners  

(From left) Mike Brown, Andy Jansen, Landon Pierce, Travis Schaeffer, 

Justin Van De Hey, Brian Graeb, Nick Peterson, and Dave Willis  

Photos from Dakota Chapter Annual Meeting 

Current NCD President 

Mark Porath attended the 

meeting, and as this photo 

shows, raked it in during 

the raffle! 


